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Ambassador of the middle path

At the ae of 14, voung Apichart Chamaanne was

awariled o scholaslop by Thknd s Minsaey of Feaeygn Adfairs
eor g abwracd andd stucy inehe LLEL He studied m Bricin for
1% years, eventually sarning a PhlY in Internabcenal Boelatens
from Csford Ulniversany, Before being appointed o Amluassadon
of Sweden (and Fandand and Estonia), Dr Chimwannn served as
el Director-General of Dvpartment of East Asan alfas, wluch
peceeed o be M challenging rek”,

lackling diversiey seems i be a key element o T
Chmwanne ' pirsona, Wik brangs us o the uatereitmg
quiestion wehat i i exacly that makess Seeeden and Thailansd o
fond of cach other

=1 b Been asking that questien o many Swechsh people,
arid the tirst answeeer & always " The Tha |'-:-n|'-|n"'., savs e
Chinwanno Swedes menticn the hospialivg, friendliness and
the abiliny to make Swedss fee] weloome whenever they visit
Thailand There & an mpoctane word in Thai —"namjai”
— which hterally means "water Howing from the heart™.
Thai |"l.'ll|.'l|l: .||'-‘-.-|'[."= fiee] like: E.'i'l-'ill!.{ Then of course, Swades
.||'-|'-r|'|"|.|.'r\-.'-T'I1|.| foseed, climiare, seenery and culture and they are
explormg more and oore areas of Thadasd. Bur there 15 also
a Swedish word that the Ambassador recopnizes in the Thai
culture, and that 15 “lagom” — the rehouled and unranslacable
hetle weord thae defines Swedes wo vl

W call in the misddle path™, but cssennially in is the same

thing. We don't do thangs i extremes, but we oy o ind 2

The relationship between Sweden
and Thailand has never been better,
says Thailand’s ambassador to
Sweden, Dr Apichart Chinwanno.
The two countries may have more
in common than we think.

TEERT: LHH EH EH PHITOE:

middle path. This 15 deeply rooted i the Thailland psyche and

the Buddh=t vraditasn.

140 YEARS OF FORMAL RELATIONS
Tl year muarks the celebraten of 140 years of formal
relations between the two couneries. [t was on the 18th of
May 1865 that the Kingdomn of Sam and the Kingdom
off Sweden Morvay signed meary of fendship, commerce
and navigaticn in London, Thailand's legendary King
Chuldlongkorn mavelled to Sweden in 1897 to meet with
Fing Cracar [T and o learn ahout the logeing imdustrg The
Wit was |:|Il.il:|.' n"\crirlnp. for Sweden at the time, and o this
clay, o voad an thee sall sown of Fagunda i nocthern Sweden
= named *Kung Cholalonghkerns vig”™, Mew adommed by a
donated That Pavihion, the area has evolved mto o tourst
attractiea and an ungor it symibaol for dee grewang Tha
populatien i Sweden, comprizing over 30000 people,

= King Chulalengkom = revered in Thaland, says Die
Chansannme, W are indebred to hann, He was able s maintam
thie kingdam's independence in the face of colonial expansion
m Scutheast Asia, and he introduced far-reaching reforms and
i the foundation of medern Thailansd

ROYAL RELATIONS
Tlae Monaehy remames the pallar of Tl culiure asd sadinon,
ard the twe roaal families enjoy 2 close relationship, The

Savedish Menaich has made tooo sare visies to Thaikind -Jl.lr'ih'l..'
thee past tve years. But apart from roval relabions, meemction
between the vas countraes at the peverimment and busmes
lewrels 15 1i'|.'|.'||:||'|'|r arvd ambense, wath |."-:|'I'|.a.||g|.' of Vs or varings
levels. Three years ago a "jone plin of acbion” was lunched o
enlemes cooperato u ancas ke eoomdommes, tade, wvestnent,
eclucation., culture, -:|'-r-'rni.-.I.-.'-1i.'r||'-.'-._-:|'i-.'-||-:'-:- and |:|.'-.'hrl-.:l-.:-|_r1.'.

& COMMON HISTORY
Dharimg, the: Tamami disster in 3004, many Swedish viciims
were helped by the Tha pecple wath tocd, dethes and transpore
ter the hespitak,

— A ot of stories were teld when these people por back
e Sweden. The Taiman really lelped sreaygthen the boid
berareen the countries, and the Swedes weie |,:|||E||'k Ty p back

tor thee avea as o way of repaying to the peaple whio helped them.

Before tae Toonanm 210 000 Swedes visated Thatland
annuially. Bar after the catastrophie visies have increasad
substanbally: last vear the number was 574 (00 and in 308
ot AU OOHD Swvedes are expected to vt Thailknd

INVESTMENT LOCATION

The Ambasasdor poings cut that Thailand offers an astractive
wvestrnent destination for Swedish mvestors, being the gateway
ter Sominheast Asia, The Wodd Bank survey in 20906 ranked
Thailand fonoreh i Asia andd poamber 18 in the sorld as the

s |.'||i-||'|.' 4] d’i'\l I."I.'I'\-IIII'.'W.
Sonnwe facts abowt Thailand did indeed surprise a lot of

pl.'u-j‘*h' Fo l.':'-:.l.lllp|-=:. w ape the worlds number one E'IIIH.|L-|I'I.T'
of hard disk droves. We manufacture over 1.2 malhon cars a
wiar and export meardy adl of teem, O the fet that over 1.3
millicn foreign patients visit Thailand annually far medical
mreatmment which undedmes the strength of Thadand as 2
rrieddueal hals of Asaa,

MOBILE COMSULATE

As ammbassacdor to Sweden, T Charweanna has imgroduced
the concept of a mobile consulate, touring distant teams in
Swveden romake it eaier for Thais all ascand the counery

to pet '||-:-'||'- with passpoTe .|F||'-|i-:'.||:i-nr|-=_hirr'll |'|.'gi-=rr.ir|n|'| and
otlier coisular paperwedd. He D encouragead e formation
of Thai associations, 1o CINPoReT thern and sns I RLr sl
hedp e peaple whio Baove been here for a long time can help
mewceriers, andd they s have fun tegether m machenal
celebrations". A handbeck written in Thai is abae on is oy,
mstroducing Sweden's basic lvas, repulabnens and culbural quirks
along wath vseful ackisses and elephonme nombsers,

After “three enjoyable years™ he has entered his foureh and
bist here i Sweden. He may go back to work at the Foregn
Sunstry i Bangkok for twao ar tlree years, or e ey be
posted to ancther embasy

= The diplenat’s Iife can be dithealt for people wath voung
children oo have o adapt te pew envitoiment, new friends
and new schools, bur ivis alwavs fascinating v learn ahout 3
neiw counry and s cultuee, Sweden e been o wondedul
e away froan heame for me and my Gandly. @




